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Psoroptic mange
Psoroptic mange is not so prevalent as the sarcoptic type and is not nearly as dangerous or difficult to eradicate. The psoroptic mite is somewhat larger than the sarcoptic. These mites also hatch out from nits and spend their entire life on the horse. The fact that mites lay eggs complicates any treatment, because a second or third application is often necessary to kill the mites that hatch out from nits after the first treatment. The psoroptic mite does not burrow under the skin.
This species of mange mite lives only on members of the horse family and is considered more contagious than the sarcoptic. It is carried or transmitted in much the same way as sarcoptic mange, in stables, blankets, harness, and barn utensils.
Psoroptic mange appears first about the head, mane, and rump, spreading from these places over the entire body. The mites irritate the skin and the animal scratches, rubs, and bites the skin to secure relief from the intense itching. The skin becomes inflamed, reddened, moist and scabby. As the disease progresses, the skin may be wrinkled, leathery, and bare. A microscopic examination of scrapings from the skin is necessary to distinguish this type of mange from the sarcoptic variety.
This mite is easier to eradicate than the sarcoptic, because it lives only on the surface of the skin. Dipping is recommended when the number of affected animals is large enough to warrant the expense and labor involved. Two dippings should be used ten to twelve days apart.
The same hand treatment advocated for the removal of the sarcoptic mite will destroy these. Unprocessed crude petroleum is especially favored, but considerable care must be used in its application to prevent unnecessary blistering,
Chorioptic mange
Chorioptic mange is also called foot mange. It is caused by another species of mite resembling the psoroptic. This